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small wits and scribblers that every day turn a penny by nibbling at my Lucubrations. This has been so advantageous to this little species of writers, that, if they do me justice, I may expect to have my statue erected in Grub Street, as being a common benefactor to that quarter.
They say, when a fox is very much troubled with fleas, he goes into the next pool with a little lock of wool in his mouth, and keeps his body under water till the vermin get into it, after which he quits the wool, and diving, leaves his tormentors to shift for themselves, and get their livelihood where they can. I would have these gentlemen take care that I do not serve them after the same manner; for though I have hitherto kept my temper pretty well, it is not impossible but I may some time or other disappear; and what will then become of them ? Should I lay down my paper, what a famine would there be among the hawkers, printers, booksellers,
and authors ?    It would be like Dr. B------'s * dropping
his cloak, with the whole congregation hanging upon the skirts of it. To enumerate some of these my doughty antagonists, I was threatened to be answered weekly $ it for 'Tat: I was undermined by the Whisperer^ haunted by Tom Brown's Ghost^ scolded at by a Female Tatler, and slandered by another of the same character, under the title of Atalantis. I have been annotated^ retattled, examined, and condoled** but it being my stand-
1  Daniel Burgess (see No. 66).
2  The first number of Tit for Tat appeared under the name  of Jo.  Partridge, Esq., on  March 2,  1710, with  an announcement of BickerstafFs death ; probably it reached only to five numbers.    Of the Whisperer (October 11, 1709), and the Gazette a-la-Mode, or Tom Brown's Ghost (May 12, 1709), only single numbers are known.    The Female Tat/er, issued by Thomas Baker, lasted from July 8, 1709, to March 31, 1710; and there was a rival paper, with the same title,
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